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1
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
DISTRIBUTED COMPENSATION OF
NARROW OPTICAL FILTERING EFFECTS
IN AN OPTICAL NETWORK

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present application relates to using reconfigurable
optical add/drop multiplexers (ROADMs) to route optical
wavelengths of optical signals.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Optical networks using ROADMSs for routing optical
wavelengths are becoming increasingly prevalent resulting
from the need for lower costs, greater flexibility between
data formats, and efficient capacity upgrades. In optical
networks, the achievable spectral efficiency (SE) and overall
fiber capacity are limited by noise from optical amplifiers
and fiber nonlinearity. The SE and overall fiber capacity are
also limited by channel narrowing caused by the usage of
wavelength selective devices or wavelength selective
switches (WSS), which are components of ROADMs.

For example, in 50 Ghz-spaced 40-Gb/s and 100-GB/s
wavelength-division-multiplexed (WDM) systems, channel
bandwidth narrowing effects are managed by using digital
coherent detection and bandwidth improvement of wave-
length selective devices. However, even with combined use
of digital coherent detection and improved flat-top wave-
length selective devices, the usable bandwidth for a typical
long-haul optical network is still limited to 30-40 GHz for a
50 Ghz-spaced WDM system. Although this channel band-
width supports 100 Gb/s systems over 50 GHz WDM grid
by using polarization-multiplexed (PM) quadrature phase
shift keying (QPSK) modulation, it is not wide enough to
support future 400 Gb/s and beyond systems operating at
higher spectral efficiency by using high-order quadrature
amplitude modulation (QAM) based modulation formats.

Improvements to spectral utilization in WDM systems
have been proposed. A first method is based on the concept
of'using a super channel where the channel grid is increased
in order to reduce the portion of channel guard bands to
improve spectral utilization. However, usage of the super
channel reduces channel granularity, and thus reduces net-
work efficiency and flexibility. A second method is based on
using transmitter side pre-equalization, where the spectral
shape of a transmitted signal is pre-emphasized in order to
combat cascaded optical filtering along optical links. How-
ever, because the narrow optical filtering effects occur in a
distributed way along each optical link, the pre-equalized
signal will have a higher launch power and as a result
experience more nonlinear impairments. A third method
utilized advanced post equalization techniques such as maxi-
mum likelihood sequence equalization (MLSE) to perform
post-transmission equalization of filtering effects. However,
this method does not perform well when the signal-to-noise
ratio is low, which is typical for high-speed systems using
advanced feed-forward error correction coding.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present disclosure describes a reconfigurable optical
add-drop multiplexer including a wavelength selective
switch configured to filter wavelengths of an optical signal;
and an optical equalizer, coupled to the wavelength selective
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2

switch, configured to equalize the optical signal to mitigate
optical filtering effects caused by the wavelength selective
switch.

In an embodiment, the optical equalizer is configured to
pre-equalize the optical signal to generate an equalized
optical signal to transmit to the wavelength selective switch.
The wavelength selective switch may include an add port
coupled to the optical equalizer, the add port configured to
receive the equalized optical signal from the optical equal-
izer.

In an embodiment, the optical equalizer is configured to
post-equalize an optical signal filtered by the wavelength
selective switch. The wavelength selective switch may
include a drop port coupled to the optical equalizer, the drop
port configured to transmit the optical signal filtered by the
wavelength selective switch to the optical equalizer.

In an embodiment, the reconfigurable optical add-drop
multiplexer further includes a plurality of wavelength selec-
tive switches; and a plurality of optical equalizers coupled to
a wavelength selective switch.

In an embodiment, the optical equalizer is liquid crystal
on silicon based.

The present disclosure further describes a method of
compensation processing of an optical signal by an optical
equalizer. In an embodiment, an optical signal is received.
The optical signal is equalized to mitigate optical filtering
effects of a wavelength selective device to produce an
equalized optical signal. The equalized optical signal is
transmitted to the wavelength selective device.

In an embodiment, equalizing the optical signal includes
adjusting a frequency strength of the optical signal. Distrib-
uted optical filtering effects of a plurality of wavelength
selective switches may be mitigated along a transmission
link. The equalizing may be performed by an optical equal-
izer, and equalizing the optical signal may include reducing
noise degradation of the optical equalizer.

In an embodiment, the equalized optical signal is trans-
mitted to an add port of the wavelength selective device.

In an embodiment, an optical signal is received from a
wavelength selective switch. The optical signal is equalized
to mitigate optical filtering effects of the wavelength selec-
tive device to produce an equalized optical signal.

In an embodiment, the optical signal may be received
from a drop port of the wavelength selective device.

These and other advantages of the invention will be
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art by reference to
the following detailed description and the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary wavelength-routing opti-
cal network;

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary ROADM;

FIG. 3A illustrates a measured power transfer function of
a single WSS;

FIG. 3B illustrates a measured power transfer function of
a single WSS, two WSS’ and a cascade of 10 WSS’;

FIG. 4A illustrates an exemplary ROADM including
optical equalizers coupled to add ports of WSS’ in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4B illustrates an exemplary ROADM including
optical equalizers coupled to drop ports of WSS’ in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4C illustrates an exemplary ROADM including
optical equalizers coupled to add ports WSS’ and optical
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equalizers coupled to drop ports of WSS’ in accordance with
an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4D illustrates an exemplary ROADM including an
optical equalizer coupled to a WSS for each propagation
direction, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 4E illustrates exemplary ROADMs in a cascade
arrangement, where an optical equalizer within a ROADM
is used to compensate from the WSS filtering effects origi-
nating from more than one ROADM, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present arrangement;

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary method for optical equal-
izer precompensation of optical filtering effects of a WSS, in
accordance with an embodiment of the present arrangement;

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary method for optical equal-
izer postcompensation of optical filtering effects of a WSS,
in accordance with an embodiment of the present arrange-
ment; and

FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C illustrate measured optical spectra
under different experimental conditions using an optical
equalizer to compensate for filtering effects, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The method and apparatus described herein addresses the
channel narrowing problem described above. Narrow optical
filtering effects caused by wavelength selective devices,
such as wavelength selective switches (WSS), inside a
ROADM, may be mitigated.

A distributed optical filtering effects compensation
method and apparatus, described herein, addresses channel
narrowing. The embodiments described herein maximize an
achievable spectral efficiency (SE), thus improving transport
economics. The introduction of an optical equalizer before a
WSS pre-equalizes the amplitude of an optical signal
received at a ROADM. Alternatively, an optical equalizer
may be placed after a WSS to perform post-filtering equal-
ization of an optical signal that has been filtered by a
ROADM. The aforementioned optical equalizers may be
integrated into a ROADM in an optical network in order to
perform distributed optical filtering effects compensation.
As a result, the effective channel bandwidth in an optical
network can be improved significantly while only introduc-
ing minimal nonlinear penalty. Any extra noise penalty
caused by the optical equalizers themselves can be managed
and minimized through optical amplification.

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary wavelength-routing opti-
cal network 100. Optical signals may pass from one node to
another node through ROADMSs via optical links. For
example, an optical signal from Node A 104 is transmitted
to Node C 106 via ROADM 102 and ROADM 108. Each
ROADM includes at least one WSS that is used for filtering
wavelengths from the optical signals.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary ROADM 200. ROADM
200 includes four WSS’ 202, 204, 206, and 208. WSS’ 202
and 204 propagate optical signals in a first direction. WSS’
206 and 208 propagate signals in a second direction. Each
WSS is an optical spectrometer including a switching engine
element at the back end. The switching engine element may
be based on binary liquid crystals (LC), liquid crystal on
silicon (LCoS), or micorelectricalmechanical (MEMs). The
spectral shape of any WSS is determined based on the
spectral resolution of the ROADM. The spectral resolution
can be expressed as a ratio of the distance between the center
of'adjacent channel switching engine elements in each WSS
to a beam spot radius measured at the channel switching
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engine element. Due to physical size and cost constraints,
the 0.5 dB bandwidth of a 50 GHz-grid WSS is typically
limited to 30-40 GHz.

FIG. 3A illustrates a measured power transfer function of
a single WSS. Specifically, FIG. 3A illustrates a measured
power transfer function for a typical 50 GHz-grid WSS
using a binary LC based switching engine element. The 0.5
dB and 3 dB bandwidth is shown by the transfer function as
being 33 GHz and 42 GHz, respectively.

FIG. 3B illustrates a measured power transfer function of
a single WSS, two WSS’ and a cascade of 10 WSS’. FIG.
3B illustrates a measured power transfer function 302 for a
typical 50 GHz-grid cascade of 10 WSS’ using binary LC
based switching engine elements. The 0.5 dB and 3 dB
bandwidth is shown by the transfer function as being 28
GHz and 31.5 GHz, respectively. FIG. 3B also illustrates a
measured power function 304 for a 50 GHz-grid single WSS
and measured power function 306 for a 50 GHz-grid two
WSS cascade.

FIG. 4A illustrates an exemplary ROADM 400 including
optical equalizers coupled to add ports of WSS’ in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present disclosure. Each
wavelength selective switch is configured to filter wave-
lengths of a received optical signal. In order to improve
channel bandwidth utilization or channel efficiency of each
WSS in a ROADM, an optical equalizer may be added to a
ROADM and configured such that the optical equalizer
receives an optical signal entering an add port of a WSS. For
example, ROADM 400 includes WSS 402. WSS 402
includes an add port 404 and a corresponding optical equal-
izer 406. Placement of optical equalizer 406 at add port 404
of WSS 402 facilitates the pre-equalization of an optical
signal before the optical signal is transmitted to WSS 402.
Specifically, the spectral shape of the optical signal is
pre-equalized or pre-compensated to adjust for filtering
effects that may be experienced by different channels of
WSS 402. The filtering effects are caused by wavelength
routing settings of WSS 402.

The integration of optical equalizer 406 at add port 404 of
WSS 402 allows precompensation of the filtering effects to
take place within ROADM 400 instead of at an external
component. Thus, each optical equalizer 406 precompen-
sates for optical filtering effects caused by each associated
WSS 402. Precompensation of optical filtering effects
entails equalizing the optical signal to mitigate optical
filtering effects caused by the wavelength selective switch.
As a result, there is no need to increase the power launching
of the optical signal into an optical fiber and thus there is no
introduction of any additional nonlinear penalty. Addition of
the optical equalizers facilitates distributed precompensation
of optical filtering effects throughout an entire transmission
link. Any noise degradation caused by the optical equalizers
may be managed by using low loss optical equalizers. For
example, an LCoS based optical equalizer has a <7 dB
insertion loss and is adequate for usage in accordance with
the embodiments described herein.

FIG. 4B illustrates an exemplary ROADM 410 including
optical equalizers coupled to drop ports of WSS’ in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.
ROADM 410 differs from ROADM 400 illustrated by FIG.
4A, in that ROADM 410 includes optical equalizers inte-
grated at drop ports of WSS’. For example, optical equalizer
416 at drop port 414 of WSS 412 facilitates postcompen-
sation of optical filtering effects caused by the WSS’ 412.
Thus, optical equalizer 416 postcompensates for optical
filtering effects caused by associated WSS 412. Postcom-
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pensation, like precompensation, entails equalizing the opti-
cal signal to mitigate optical filtering effects caused by the
wavelength selective switch.

FIG. 4C illustrates an exemplary ROADM 420 including
optical equalizers coupled to add ports WSS’ and optical
equalizers coupled to drop ports of WSS’ in accordance with
an embodiment of the present disclosure. ROADM 420
utilizes optical equalizers at both add ports and drop ports of
different WSS’. For example, at WSS 422, optical equalizer
424 may be integrated with add port 426. Thus, optical
equalizer 424 precompensates an optical signal for optical
filtering effects caused by WSS 422. At WSS 428, optical
equalizer 430 may be integrated with drop port 432. Thus,
optical equalizer 430 postcompensates an optical signal for
optical filtering effects caused by WSS 428. ROADM 420
shows that optical equalizers may be strategically placed at
add or drop ports of WSS’ in order to takes advantage of
both precompensation and postcompensation techniques.

FIG. 4D illustrates an exemplary ROADM 440 including
an optical equalizer coupled to a WSS for each propagation
direction, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure. ROADM 440 utilizes a single optical equalizer
in each propagation direction to compensate for optical
filtering effects of more than one WSS. For example, optical
equalizer 442 is placed at add port 444 of WSS 446. Optical
equalizer 442 may be configured to not only precompensate
for optical filtering effects of WSS 446, but also of WSS 448.
Likewise, in a different propagation direction, optical equal-
izer 450, placed at add port 452 of WSS 454 may precom-
pensate for optical filtering effects of both WSS 454 and
WSS 456.

FIG. 4E illustrates exemplary ROADMS 460 and 470 in
a cascade arrangement, each ROADM including an optical
equalizer, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
arrangement. ROADM 460 and ROADM 470 each utilizes
a single optical equalizer in a propagation direction to
compensate for optical filtering effects of more than one
WSS. Optical equalizer 462 of ROADM 460, integrated at
add port 464 of WSS 466 is configured to precompensate for
optical filtering effects caused by WSS’ in both ROADM
460 and ROADM 470 as ROADM 460 and ROADM 470
are connected in a cascade format. Likewise, optical equal-
izer 472 of ROADM 470, integrated at add port 474 of WSS
476 is configured to precompensate for optical filtering
effects caused by WSS’ in both ROADM 460 and ROADM
470 in a different propagation direction from optical equal-
izer 462. Thus, FIG. 4E provides an illustration of using a
single optical equalizer in each propagation direction to
compensate for optical filtering effects in more than one
WSS located within different ROADM:s.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary method 500 for an optical
equalizer precompensating for optical filtering effects of a
wavelength selective device, such as a WSS, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present disclosure. At step 510,
an optical signal is received by the optical equalizer. For
example, optical equalizer 406 receives an optical signal.

At step 520, the optical equalizer precompensates for
optical filtering effects of the WSS. Precompensation is
performed by equalizing the optical signal, which mitigates
the optical filtering effects of the WSS, in order to produce
an equalized optical signal. For example, optical equalizer
406 may equalize the received optical signal to produce an
equalized optical signal in order to compensate for the
optical filtering effects of WSS 402. Equalization of the
optical signal may include adjusting a frequency strength of
the optical signal as well as reducing noise degradation of
the optical equalizer itself. Additionally, equalization of the
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6
optical signal may not only mitigate the optical filtering
effects of just WSS 402, but also other WSS’ within the
same ROADM or on the same transmission link in a same
propagation direction in a series of cascaded ROADMs on
an optical network.

At step 530, the optical equalizer transmits the equalized
optical signal to the WSS. For example, optical equalizer
406 transmits the equalized optical signal to WSS 402
through add port 404.

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary method 600 for an optical
equalizer postcompensating for optical filtering effects of a
wavelength selective device, such as a WSS, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present disclosure. At step 610,
an optical equalizer receives an optical signal from a WSS.
For example, optical equalizer 416 receives an optical signal
from drop port 414 of WSS 412.

At step 620, the optical signal is postcompensated for
optical filtering effects of the WSS by the optical equalizer.
Postcompensation is performed by equalizing the optical
signal, which mitigates the optical filtering effects of the
WSS in order to produce an equalized optical signal. For
example, optical equalizer 416 equalizes the optical signal
received from WSS 412 in order to compensate for the
optical filtering effects of WSS 412. Equalization of the
optical signal may include adjusting a frequency strength of
the optical signal as well as reducing noise degradation of
the optical equalizer itself. Additionally, equalization of the
optical signal may not only mitigate the optical filtering
effects of just WSS 402, but also other WSS’ within the
same ROADM or on the same transmission link in a same
propagation direction in a series of cascaded ROADMs on
an optical network.

It should be noted that the methods described herein may
be used together with common transmitter-side pre-equal-
ization techniques and/or receiver-side post-equalization
techniques. The methods described herein may be used in
order to compensate for first-order optical filtering effects
while common transmitter-side pre-equalization techniques
and/or receiver-side post-equalization techniques may be
used to compensate for residual or high-order optical filter-
ing effects.

The embodiments described herein for using optical
equalizers integrated within ROADMSs facilitates significant
improvements to effective channel bandwidth. Theoreti-
cally, bandwidth may be utilized at a close to 100% band-
width utilization rate as compared to current implementa-
tions of ROADMs which have a 50-70% bandwidth
utilization rate. Additionally, there is no additional introduc-
tion of nonlinear penalty, or any significant noise enhance-
ment. The achievable spectral efficiency may be improved,
as well as single fiber capacity. This is particularly advan-
tageous for long-haul and metropolitan optical networks
where each optical wavelength of an optical signal must
typically pass through multiple ROADMSs. Cost per bit
transmitted will be reduced and transport economics will be
improved.

The effectiveness of using an optical equalizer to precom-
pensate or postcompensate for filtering effects of WSS’ in a
ROADM has been verified by experiments using 5x450
Gb/s PM-32QAM WDM transmission equipment. FIGS.
7A, 7B, and 7C illustrate measured optical spectra under
different experimental conditions using an optical equalizer
to compensate for filtering effects, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present disclosure. All experiments were
conducted using a LCoS-based broadband optical equalizer
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to compensate for optical filtering effects from a 50 GHz-
grid ROADM employing binary [.C-based switching tech-
nology.

FIG. 7A illustrates a measured single channel optical
signal 702 before entering a ROADM that is not compen-
sated for optical filtering effects (i.e., a signal entering an
exemplary ROADM without optical equalizers) as well as a
measured single channel optical signal 704 that has been
precompensated for optical filtering effects by an optical
equalizer.

FIG. 7B illustrates a measured single channel signal 706
exiting a ROADM that is not compensated for optical
filtering effects as well as a measured single channel optical
signal 708 that has been postcompensated for optical filter-
ing effects by an optical equalizer.

FIG. 7C illustrates a measured WDM signal 710 launched
into a ROADM with a precompensation optical equalizer
and a measured WDM signal 712 launched into an optical
fiber including multiple ROADMs with precompensation
optical equalizers.

Based on the experimental results, the narrow optical
filtering effects caused by the WSS’ within ROADMs can be
compensated by using a LCoS based optical equalizer. For
the specific experiments conducted to reach the results
illustrated by FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C, more than 3 dB of
OSNR sensitivity improvement was observed for the WDM
channels using an optical equalizer.

The foregoing Detailed Description is to be understood as
being in every respect illustrative and exemplary, but not
restrictive, and the scope of the invention disclosed herein is
not to be determined from the Detailed Description, but
rather from the claims as interpreted according to the full
breadth permitted by the patent laws. It is to be understood
that the embodiments shown and described herein are only
illustrative of the principles of the present invention and that
various modifications may be implemented by those skilled
in the art without departing from the scope and spirit of the
invention.

I claim:

1. A reconfigurable optical add-drop multiplexer compris-

ing:

a wavelength selective switch to filter wavelengths of an
optical signal, the wavelength selective switch com-
prising an add port; and

a liquid crystal on silicon based optical equalizer having
an insertion loss of less than 7 dB, coupled to the add
port of the wavelength selective switch, to equalize the
optical signal to mitigate distributed optical filtering
effects experienced by different channels of the wave-
length selective switch and to reduce noise degradation
of the optical signal, the optical filtering effects caused
by wavelength routing settings of the wavelength selec-
tive switch and a plurality of wavelength routing
devices downstream of the optical equalizer and along
a transmission link, wherein the optical equalizer
equalizes a spectral shape of each channel of the optical
signal by adjusting a frequency strength of each chan-
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nel of the optical signal based on the distributed optical
filtering effects to generate an equalized optical signal
to transmit to the add port of the wavelength selective
switch.
2. The reconfigurable optical add-drop multiplexer of
claim 1, further comprising:
a plurality of wavelength selective switches; and
a plurality of optical equalizers, each optical equalizer
coupled to a wavelength selective switch.
3. A method comprising:
receiving an optical signal;
equalizing the optical signal using a liquid crystal on
silicon based optical equalizer having an insertion loss
of less than 7 dB to mitigate distributed optical filtering
effects of a plurality of wavelength routing devices
downstream of the optical equalizer and along a trans-
mission link to produce an equalized optical signal, the
equalizing the optical signal comprising equalizing a
spectral shape of each channel of the optical signal by
adjusting a frequency strength of each channel of the
optical signal based on the distributed optical filtering
effects experienced by different channels of the wave-
length routing devices and reducing noise degradation
of the optical signal, the optical filtering effects caused
by wavelength routing settings of the wavelength rout-
ing devices; and
transmitting the equalized optical signal to the wavelength
routing device, wherein the wavelength routing device
comprises a wavelength selective switch, the equalized
optical signal transmitted to an add port of the wave-
length selective switch.
4. A method comprising:
receiving an optical signal from a wavelength routing
device; and
equalizing the optical signal using a liquid crystal on
silicon based optical equalizer having an insertion loss
of less than 7 dB to mitigate distributed optical filtering
effects of a plurality of wavelength routing devices,
including the wavelength routing device, downstream
of the optical equalizer and along a transmission link to
produce an equalized optical signal, the equalizing the
optical signal comprising equalizing a spectral shape of
each channel of the optical signal by adjusting a
frequency strength of each channel of the optical signal
based on the distributed optical filtering effects expe-
rienced by different channels of the wavelength routing
devices and reducing noise degradation of the optical
signal, the optical filtering effects caused by wave-
length routing settings of the wavelength routing
devices.
5. The method of claim 4, wherein receiving an optical
signal from a wavelength routing device comprises:
receiving the optical signal from a drop port of a wave-
length selective switch.
6. The method of claim 4, wherein the wavelength routing
device comprises a wavelength selective switch.
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